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Making both ends meet
Beneficiary’s Stories

Rosemarie Gutierrez is a
small-scale entrepreneur from Daet,
Camarines Norte. In 2011, she
decided to become a member of
CARD Bank, Inc. to expand her
buy-and-sell business. By engaging
in livelihood activities, she could
make both ends meet for her family
as her husband’s salary alone could
not cover all their financial needs.

One of the financial difficulties her

family faces is the lack of enough funds for her children’s education. Public school
is free but not the supplies or uniform needed by her children to attend school.
Upon learning about the Zero Dropout Program, she saw hope that she could
finally provide for her children’s other educational needs.

“| feel helpless that my grade school child had to stop schooling just because we
do not have enough money to buy school supplies like cardboard, color paper, or
crayons. | mean, these are just simple things and it's sad that | can’t provide them.
However, through the Zero Dropout Program, we now could buy what was once
not included in our daily budget,” said Rosalinda whose seven year-old son is now
a Grade 3 student.

The loans from the Zero Dropoout Program are especially designed to have a low
interest rate making it affordable for the poor microentrepreneurs.
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As of March 2013, a total of PhP 41,286,000 was disbursed to 12,345 beneficiaries. The loan
balance is PhP 6,833,603.

Moreover, the program has generated PhP 2,883,800 as of May 2013,
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